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Abstract       A certain number of elements allow the rural tourism to have a 
strategic function in the process of transition that Romania faces, with special 
reference to the objectives of the rural world.  
This “emerging sector” may be considered as being a dynamic element in the 
durable development politics, also having a key role when it comes to making 
a choice regarding the decentralization, the development of the society and 
the international cooperation.   
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Numerous academic researchers have 

identified tourism as a potential economic development 

tool, especially for rural communities. Rural Tourism 

is used as a development strategy to improve the social 

and economic wellbeing of rural people.[3, 6, 7, 9] 

Rural tourism is a result of points of interest 

(folk art, religion, customs and traditions, the 

possibility to be in the middle of site-specific events). 

From the environmental point of view, it can be 

enumerated clean air, eating fresh, wine tasting, rustic 

cuisine of dishes offered by local people. We can say 

that the rural tourism product is a result of ecological 

specificity of traditional food, which is as a result of 

agricultural activity. In nowadays it is a tendency to 

transform conventional agriculture in ecological 

agriculture.[1] 

Rural tourism is a complex multi-faceted 

activity: it is not just farm-based tourism. It includes 

farm-based holidays but also comprises special interest 

nature holidays and ecotourism, walking, climbing and 

riding holidays, adventure, sport and health tourism, 

hunting and angling, educational travel, arts and 

heritage tourism, and, in some areas, ethnic tourism. 

[14] 

Sustainable development of rural areas cannot 

escape the efficiency criteria, efficiency that must be 

analyzed in three dimensions: economic, ecologic and 

social. [11] 

 

Material and Methods 
 

The development work was performed based 

on bibliographical documentation works of Romanian 

and foreign literature and various Internet sources. 

We used documenting, the analysis and data 

processing from a secondary analysis. These methods 

are based on the synthesis processes, induction and 

deduction, analogy and comparative analysis. The 

documentation implied also the analysis of the 

legislation or the compared analysis of the various 

specialized sources. The documenting, the analysis and 

the data processing and the information obtained from  

 

the following sources: monographs, scientific papers 

about tourism and agrotourism, informative data from 

the Statistical Yearbook, Annual progress Report on 

the implementation of the national program for rural 

development in Romania on MADR website. 

 

Results and Discussions 
 

A study makes by de OECD in 1994, show 

that are 14 key factors which have been responsible for 

rural tourism growth in the past and which will 

continue that growth into the future: Increasing levels 

of education; A growing interest in heritage; Increases 

in leisure time; Transport and communications have 

improved rapidly; Health consciousness has grown; 

Better outdoor clothing has helped rural holidays; A 

growing interest in specialty food; Green issues have 

risen high; Authenticity is a quality which is 

increasingly prized; Peace and tranquility rank high 

amongst the requirements of many tourists; Ageing but 

active populations are becoming the norm across the 

OECD countries; Real travel (rewarding, enriching, 

adventuresome and a learning experience) has been 

noted by many commentators as being a growth area; 

Individualism is also a growth market; Existing the 

rural agencies in many countries.[14] 

In Romania, at the end of 2014, there were 

6.130 tourist units compared to 3.121 in 2000, the 

increase being of 195.1%. In Romania, from 2008-

2014, the number of tourist structures evolved under 

conditions strongly marked by the virulent global 

financial and economic crisis. The year 2012 shows the 

highest growing determined by the fact that funding of 

the European funds of several programs was unlocked, 

including those aiming the developing of the tourism 

infrastructure in the rural area. [8] 

There were 1665 agro-touristic pension at the 

end of 2014, which have 30.480 places. The agro-

touristic pensions from category “3 flowers” 
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represented in 2014, 50% and agro-touristic pensions 

classified at the category “4 flowers” and at the 

category “5 flowers”, represented 12%. The agro and 

rural tourist pensions managers are more and more 

interested to increase the comfort level according to the 

quality standards and to increase clients' satisfaction 

degree. In 2014, the highest share of agro-tourism 

pensions was located in the Central region, 40%, 

followed by the North-East and North West regions 

with 17% and 14% of the total agro-tourism pensions. 

[4] 

A study conducted in 2014 based on a pilot 

project presented an innovative and durable solution, 

and identify 12 types of touristic and agroturistic 

guesthouses which meet in a much larger market, 

based on consumer demand for tourism products and 

bidders. These types of agroturistic guesthouses are: 

guest houses specialized on folk art, guest houses in 

Vineyards, guest houses for riding, guest houses for 

fishing, guest houses for families with children, guest 

houses specialized in cycle- tourism (for cycling), 

charming guest houses, guest houses for spa wellness, 

guest houses for meetings, seminars and conferences, 

guest houses for trips, green guest houses, guest house 

for traditional cuisine. [5] 

 

The numerous functions of the rural 

tourism: 

One may choose to engage in such an activity 

for numerous reasons, thus making the rural tourism 

one of the instruments of the durable rural 

development, especially since it has the following 

characteristics:  

 it proves that the rural area is not limited 

strictly to agriculture, or to activities that involve the 

mere production of goods, and that it also has 

unexploited potential resources which allow the 

diversification of the local economical structure, as 

well as the creation of new jobs; 

 it is wanted and implemented by the local 

people and it is based on keeping and rendering 

profitable the local environmental resources, as well as 

the historical, cultural, economical and human 

resources; 

 it is based on significant investments for 

mobilizing, getting involved and training the local 

entrepreneurs; 

 it represents an activity that involves services 

– which are quite rare in the rural area – and is based to 

a large extent on the development of the society 

(associative life), as well as on that of the small and 

middle-sized enterprises; 

 it creates the conditions for carrying out 

micro-projects, but also involves the idea of network, 

thus supporting from the very beginning the 

cooperation and the exchange of experience; besides, 

the activity itself is based on circulation and meeting; 

 the rural tourism appeals to the notion of 

country (having the meaning of region) or territory, 

without relying on an administrative division, but 

instead being based on a geography related to the 

coherence of the tourist activity; thus, it opens new 

perspectives in what the regional development and the 

trans-frontier cooperation are concerned; 

 the rural tourism allows a global/integrated 

approach of the local/regional development; it also 

makes the connection with many other sectors/aspects 

(pluridisciplinarity): training, territory planning, 

equipments and infrastructure, valorizing the culture 

and heritage, environment protection, setting up 

associations, local autonomy, local craftsmanship and 

commerce, etc.     

 

Complementary beneficiaries:     

 The emergent character of the rural tourism 

(in other words, the fact that it rises to the surface from 

an environment to which it is no stranger), as well as 

the steps foreseen, require a large participation of the 

different categories of beneficiaries:  

 rural populations: tillers, craftsmen, merchants, 

local entrepreneurs and local development associations, 

as well as those people whose jobs are related to the 

rural tourism; 

 local and regional collectivities that will benefit 

from the economical impact and from the development 

dynamics caused by the rural tourism; 

 those in charge of the associations that coordinate 

the activities related to the rural tourism; these 

associations are organized either on a territorial basis 

or according to a set of activities; 

 corporations or tourism agencies that specialize 

in activities related to the rural tourism. 

During all the stages of this activity, a special 

attention should be paid to bringing forward the young 

people and the unemployed who live in those regions, 

as well as to enabling the professional reconversion of 

the personnel from the rural world, who is the victim of 

the reorganization that has occurred in certain domains.  

For example, the drastic reductions of 

personnel in the mining sector affect a number of 

people from the rural areas, who are denied the 

possibility of reconverting in similar activities. 

 

Domains of intervention for the rural tourism: 

The definition given and the role that the rural 

tourism has bring forth a large number of possibilities 

of intervention, as for example: 

 defining the content, organizing and 

animating the training activities that are designed for 

the people involved and for the project promoters 

(hosts, tourism entrepreneurs, clerks and local 

authorities), as well as for the coordination and training 

associations and organizations. 

 assistance in creating rural tourism activities 

(that have to do with animation, circuits, guides, 

festivities, etc.) in domains such as nature and heritage 

discovery, sport and leisure activities (going hiking, 

riding horses, skiing, etc.). 
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 setting up local/regional steering and 

coordination structures that are meant to bring together 

private and public partners, as well as local and 

national ones (among other things, for booking places, 

for taking care of the publicity, for creating tourist 

circuits, for designing the guides offers). 

 building up the infrastructure and the 

equipments for the targeted villages in order to help 

develop the tourism (among other things, offering 

support for improving the tourist accommodation 

conditions). 

 designing activities in tourism-related sectors, 

such as processing the agricultural products, local 

commerce and craftsmanship, management of the 

natural heritage, as well as of the historical, cultural, 

and architectural ones, environmental protection and 

territory planning. 

 planning certain events and designing certain 

instruments that are meant to inform, to increase the 

people’s receptivity, to take care of the publicity, and 

of the experience exchanges that are destined for an 

audience made up mainly of specialists and that have 

as target the complete launch of the rural tourism in 

Romania.  

 organizing the publicity campaign/ the launch 

of the selected areas in the field of tourism,  having in 

mind different categories of potential clients, that come 

both from inside and outside the Romanian borders 

(installing publicity banners, signs, other means of 

information). 

The preceding considerations and remarks 

encourage us to overcome the idea of a divided tourism 

development.  

The pluridisciplinary character of tourism and 

the fact that it is complementary with numerous other 

fields of activity are explained by the necessity to take 

into consideration certain matters such as the 

protection of the sites and of the environment in 

general or the connection that the tourism has with the 

system of education and that of the professional 

training. 

All these issues lead to the necessity of a more 

integrated intercession, one that suggests a tendency 

towards a decentralized or regional tourism 

development. It is well known the fact that in many of 

the Central and Eastern European countries (PECO), 

the state organization and the tardiness that can be seen 

in the privatization of the tourism sector are a real 

drawback. 

Following the example of the European 

Union, tourism may be viewed as an essential sector 

for the economical development of PECO, since “it 

represents an undeniable social component that 

contributes to the acknowledgement of the diversity (of 

cultures, of places, of lifestyles) and to the diminishing 

of the regional differences.” 

Linkage between rural tourism and ecological 

agriculture 

There are a different factors that led to the 

initiation and implementation of the concept of organic 

farming, and also to obtain organic product are: 1. the 

appearance of new types of consumers; 2.evolution of 

knowledge in human nutrition and food safety; 3. 

environmental issues.[10, 13] 

There are large differences in the area of 

agricultural land farmed organically across the EU. 

Organic farming is most prevalent in Austria, with one 

fifth of its agricultural area farmed organically, 

followed by Sweden and Estonia. In contrast, organic 

farming is not strongly developed in countries such as 

Malta, Ireland and Romania, with shares below 2 %. 

 Only 6.2 % of agricultural land in the EU is 

farmed organically. [16] 

In Romania share of organic crop areas in the 

utilized agricultural areas it was in 2015, 1,8% 

comparative with 0,8 % in 2006. The maximum 

percentage – 2,3 it was redistered in 2003. [15   

In rural tourism food offered, environmental 

specificity, represents an advantage regarding 

attracting potential tourists, the changing 0000quality 

of life, economic growth, as much as sustainable 

development. [2, 12] 

 

Conclusions 
 

As it has been noted by the European 

Parliament, tourism is too often tackled solely from an 

economical point of view, although it is known that “it 

has started to play an important role in defining the 

fundamental concept of European citizenship.”  

From the agricultural point of view, 

agrotourism is perceived to be a means of: expanding 

farm operations; using farm products in new and 

innovative ways; improving farm revenue; developing 

new consumer market niches; increasing awareness of 

local agricultural products; increasing appreciation of 

the importance of maintaining agricultural land uses; 

channeling additional on-farm revenues directly to 

family members who might otherwise have to work off 

the farm; giving a stimulus to upgrade farm living and 

working areas, as well as leisure facilities; providing 

opportunities to acquire managerial skill and 

entrepreneurial spirit, and increasing the long term 

sustainability for farm businesses. 

Rural tourism presents have great importance 

and may even have a strategic role in Romania’s so-

called “transition” process. 

Urban population uses to visit the agro-

tourism pensions because of the healthy food which 

can be found there. 

Sustainable tourism development is inevitably 

linked to the use and conservation of nature resources. 

Tourism has become a more and more 

complex phenomenon, with political dimensions, 

economic, social, cultural, educational, bio-physical, 

ecological and aesthetic, while natural environment, 

cultural heritage, and their diversity constitute the main 

tourist attractions. 
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In the future research into environmental and 

visitor management is necessary. These researches it is 

needed to maintain established community goals such 

as landscape, nature and heritage protection during the 

restructuring of the rural economy away from primary 

production. Research in the following areas could 

benefit most of rural tourism initiatives: market 

information, market relations, benefit assessment and 

enhancement, management, control and operational 

issues, training, community involvement and 

community co-operation, best and bad practice 

assessment.    
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